Friday, February 21, 2003
Exodus 19:1 - 20:26

In 19:6 God said His people would be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  In a non-religious context the word for priest meant that you were one of the king’s closest representatives, available to his command at all times. The word for holy might be translated “different”.  God is different from anything else we experience; His goodness and mercy are unique in the universe.  So, what did God do to help His people understand how to be His priests and His holy nation?


The ten commandments were not a way to be saved, but a way of life. Jesus summarized them in Matthew 22:36-40 when He was asked which of the commandments was the greatest. He replied, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” and He added “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” What an awesome statement. What commandment could be broken if one lives by these two statements from Jesus? 


By living according to God’s guidelines His people were to bring His reality to the people around them. The nations would hear that there was only one God, and by the actions of His people they would find a better way to live. God’s people, however, began to use the commandments as tools for salvation. As we read through the Old Testament we will see how they came to believe that if only they could obey every word perfectly, then God would have to save them. By the time of Jesus, they even added hundreds of laws in order to further define the commandments. They forgot that the King’s representatives were to live by His words and take His message to the world.

